Yellowstone National Park - Old Faithful Lodge

Property History

Old Faithful Lodge in Yellowstone National Park is located opposite the more
famous Old Faithful Inn, facing Old Faithful geyser. The Lodge is constructed
in the National Park Service Rustic style, and includes dining spaces and a
recreation hall, known as Geyser Hall. The roof structure of Geyser Hall is
reminiscent of Gothic wood construction, with a height of 73 feet to the ridge.
The Lodge was designed by Gilbert Stanley Underwood and was built in
1923 with additions in 1927. The Lodge is included in the Old Faithful
Historic District.
The current Old Faithful Lodge is a result of numerous changes dating back
to the early days of tent camps. These camps were erected throughout the
park and offered shelter before hotels and lodges were built. By the 1920’s,
auto traffic into the park was increasing dramatically and it was determined
that the tent camp at the site should be replaced with a permanent lodge.

Project Description

Following a site visit earlier in the year, Grand Light was selected to restore
and replicate the lighting fixtures from the historic Geyser Hall. Rather than
risk loss or damage in transit via a common carrier, Grand Light returned to
Geyser Hall and carefully packed and transported the historic fixtures 2,400
miles back to Connecticut. These fixtures included 148 gothic-style pendant
luminaires, of which 28 were replicated, as well as 40 larger luminaires of
the same style. Grand Light refinished all luminaire components, inspected
and repaired all mechanical defects, replaced all existing electrical
components with UL listed products, rewired and HIPOT ested the fixtures.
To restore the historical integrity of the luminaires, previously installed plastic
panels were replaced with historically accurate medium-amber glass.
All structural repairs and replications of missing or damaged components
were completed as a first step in the restoration project. The twisted and
bent spears at the top and bottom of the fixture were straightened back to
their original shape. Frames that were bent were reshaped, and missing
rivets were replicated and attached to the fixtures.
Many fixtures were missing tabs that were meant to hold the glass panels.
As a previous fix to this problem, some panels had been siliconed to the
frame as a temporary solution. This silicone was removed and new tabs
were fabricated and soldered to the fixture.
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